
From: Department of Public Works 

Kathleen L. Dorsey 
Department of Public Works  
(216) 664-2485 
 

Andrea V. Taylor, Press Secretary  
Office of the Mayor 
(216) 664-4171 or (216) 857-7998 
 

Myrt Price, Press Assistant 
Office of the Mayor 
(216) 664-3691 or (216) 857-6888 

 

A  lite ra cy  b a se d  n o n -p ro f it m u lticu ltu ra l 
a rts  o rg a n iza tio n  fo r ch ild ren  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

City of Cleveland Announces Summer Read, Baby, Read! 
Book Clubs at Two Recreation Centers 

 
 

CLEVELAND – On July 10, 2012 the City of Cleveland will launch the Read, Baby, Read! 
Book Club pilot program at two of the city’s recreation centers.  Youngsters ages 8 – 11 can 
attend the clubs at Collinwood Recreation Center, 16300 Lakeshore and Gunning Recreation 
Center, 16700 Puritas Ave.  Younger children ages 3 – 5 can attend parent/child reading clubs at 
Gunning Recreation Center.  The Book Clubs will meet for six weeks, on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.  There is no charge to children and their families.   
  
“We are happy to add Read, Baby, Read! Book Clubs to our list of activities for children this 
summer,” said Mayor Jackson.  “These clubs provide a fun environment to help kids develop a 
love of reading and an appreciation for books.  We support this program because reading is an 
important foundation for lifelong learning and we believe that although the school year is over, 
the learning process should continue.”   
 
Deborah E. McHamm, President and Chief Executive Officer of A Cultural Exchange, explained, 
“Each child who participates in the program will take home up to 10 new books, a t-shirt, 
bookmarkers, a back pack and Parent Guides; which will help to involve parents/guardians in 
their child’s Book Club activities. We select culturally relevant books so that ALL children can 
see themselves, their families and their neighborhoods depicted in positive ways in the books.”  
 
Book Club activities include reading award-winning, multicultural books, book discussions and 
exciting art projects. A Cultural Exchange is a literacy-based arts organization for children and 
developed the Read, Baby, Read! Book Club in 1997.  Space is limited.  To register or for more 
information on the Book Clubs, visit Gunning or Collinwood Recreation Centers or call A 
Cultural Exchange at 216/229-8300. 
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