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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

The Ohio Legislature Overwhelmingly Says Yes 
to Educating Cleveland's Kids 

 
Today was the first of a series of important steps that will produce quality education for 
Cleveland's children.  The spirit of collaboration brought us to this point.  The Cleveland plan 
has a three-pronged approach: the first was passing this legislation (HB 525 and SB 335); the 
second is passing a levy to support these systemic changes; and the final step will be 
implementation.    Accountability is a huge part of this plan. Going forward, we all will have to 
do our part – parents, voters, the entire community.  This is our plan and it is all about the 
future of our children, the future of the City of Cleveland and everyone is accountable.  This first 
phase was an incredible demonstration of what can be done when we put the greater good above 
all else.  I would like to thank all of our partners who have worked so hard to help us move this 
plan forward: 

 
Coalition 

• Eric Gordon, CEO, Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
• Denise Link, Chair; Louise Dempsey, Vice Chair; and the CMSD Board 
• David Quolke and the Cleveland Teachers Union 
• Al Ratner 
• American Federation of Teachers 
• Greater Cleveland Partnership 
• Cleveland Foundation 
• Gund Foundation 
• Breakthrough Charter Schools 
• Squires, Sanders and Dempsey 

 
Original Sponsors 

• Senator Peggy Lehner 
• Senator Nina Turner 
• Representative Ron Amstutz 
• Representative Sandra Williams 

 
All of the Co-Sponsors of both HB 525 and SB 335 and the entire General 
Assembly 

 
- more - 



 

Cleveland City Council, especially: 
• Terrell Pruitt 
• Martin Keane 
• Kevin Kelley 
• Jeff Johnson 
• Joe Cimperman 

 
All of the Charter Community Sponsors, Operators and Charter Advocates  
 
To the Parents, Students, Clergy, Community and Civic Leaders and each of you 
who not only understood the importance of transforming Cleveland’s Schools, 
but advocated for, testified on, and made calls that led us to this point.   
 
A special thank you to Governor John Kasich for believing in the vision from 
the beginning. 
 
Last, but not least the following people for stepping up in support of Cleveland’s 
children: 

• Speaker William G. Batchelder 
• President Thomas E. Niehaus 
• Minority Leader Armond Budish 
• Minority Leader Eric Kearney 
• State Representative Gerald Stebleton 
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