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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Higher Education Compact of Greater Cleveland 
Presents First Annual Best Practices Symposium 

Day-Long Learning Institute Brings Together National, State and Local Leaders in College Readiness 
 
CLEVELAND – The Higher Education Compact of Greater Cleveland (the Compact), launched 
by Mayor Frank G. Jackson last October, will present Degrees by Design, a day-long symposium 
at the Hilton Garden Inn on June 11 that will focus on making sure that Greater Cleveland 
students are prepared for college. 
College Readiness is the first of three critical areas being measured annually by the Higher 
Education Compact.  Mayor Jackson recently commented, “You can’t have a conversation about 
college completion without first discussing readiness.  College readiness is a conversation that 
needs to happen not only in schools but in community-based settings as well.  Any organization 
that works with students should be versed in how to help students become college-ready and the 
resources that are available to help them.  The breadth and depth of the program the Compact 
planning committee has put together on college readiness will help ensure graduation.” 
The Compact has determined a core set of success indicators related to college readiness which 
include: 

• % of students passing core coursework with a “C” or better;  
• % of students participating in Advanced Placement testing;  
• % of students earning 3, 4 or 5 on Advanced Placement tests;  
• % of students with a 21 or higher on the ACT 
• % of students graduating with a 3.0 GPA or higher 
• % students high school graduates earning 6+ college credits 
• % high school graduates needing remediation in math or English 

Beyond these “academic” indicators of college readiness, the Compact recognizes the importance 
of non-academic issues related to college readiness as well.  Included in the day-long event will 
be sessions focused on “college knowledge” and the social and cultural expectations that first-
generation college-goers face so that school and community environments can learn how to better 
support these students to ensure success and degree completion. 
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Featured Degrees by Design speakers include: 
• James L. Applegate, Vice President, Program Development, Lumina Foundation for 

Education  
• Eric S. Gordon, Chief Executive Officer, Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
• Dr. Charis McGaughy, Director of Partnerships and Development Division, 

Educational Policy Improvement Center (EPIC) 
• Randell McShepard, Vice President, Public Affairs, RPM International, Inc.; Co-

Founder, Policy Bridge 
• Don R. Slocum, Founder and Executive Director, Neighborhood Leadership 

Institute 
• Hal Smith, Vice President, Education and Youth Development, National Urban 

League 
• Brenda Stotesbery, Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematics, Cuyahoga 

Community College 
• Corinne Webb, Project Manager, Higher Education Compact of Greater Cleveland 

In addition to these distinguished speakers, the Degrees by Design Symposium will feature an 
afternoon panel discussion with students who have benefitted from readiness interventions such 
as dual-enrollment, postsecondary educational opportunities and  summer bridge programs.  
These students will share their perspectives on the importance of being prepared for college both 
academically and culturally. 
About the Higher Education Compact of Greater Cleveland  
The Higher Education Compact of Greater Cleveland is a collaborative partnership among the 
City of Cleveland, the Cleveland Metropolitan School District, 15 Ohio colleges and universities, 
and more than 40 community organizations that seeks to remove the obstacles that prevent 
Cleveland youth from going to and succeeding in college.  Launched in 2011 by Mayor Frank G. 
Jackson, the Compact’s goal is to align the efforts of member organizations to best use limited 
precious resources and increase the city’s number of college graduates.   
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