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News Advisory 
 

42nd Annual James H. Walker/ Turner School of 
Construction Management Graduation Ceremony 

 
CLEVELAND – This evening, Mayor Frank G. Jackson, CSU President Dr. Ronald Berkman 
and principals from Turner Construction Company will be recognizing graduates of the 2012 
James H. Walker/Turner School of Construction Management at a ceremony held in the Fenn 
Ballroom at Cleveland State University.  Tonight’s ceremony for the 30 graduates marks the 42nd 
year of a partnership between the City of Cleveland and Turner Construction Company. 
 

WHO: Mayor Frank G. Jackson 
  Dr. Ronald Berkman, President, Cleveland State University 
  Mark Dent, Vice President & General Manager, Turner Construction Company 
  Hilton Smith, Senior Vice President, National Community Affairs, Turner   
  Construction Company 
  Dr. Robert Scherer, Dean, CSU Monte Ahuja College of Business Administration 
  Lloyd Davidson, Vice President Construction Services & General Manager   
  Merchandise Mart 
WHAT: 2012 Turner School of Construction Management Graduation Ceremony  
WHEN: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 
  6:00 - 8:00 pm   
WHERE: Cleveland State University 
  Fenn Tower 
                   The Fenn Ballroom 
                   1983 East 24th Street 
  Cleveland, OH 44115 

- 30 - 
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INFORMATION  
 
The James H. Walker/ Turner School of Construction Management Program is a free program 
offered annually and available to small businesses, including minority- and women- owned 
business enterprises and their employees. The program is sponsored by Turner Construction 
Company in partnership with The City of Cleveland and Cleveland State University Monte 
Ahuja College of Business, who provide the instructional facilities and logistical support for the 
program. 
Course topics include areas such as setting up a business, management, accounting basics, 
insurance and bonding, marketing, contract risk management, how to do business and 
certification programs with the City of Cleveland who provide and instruct related courses and 
assist with identifying potential students who would benefit from this service. The graduates 
receive a certificate stating that they have successfully completed this highly regarded training 
program.   
The purpose of this program is to increase visibility, improve economic viability and increase 
opportunities for the utilization of minority – and women – owned business enterprises 
(M/WBEs) in the Northeast Ohio area.   The James H. Walker / Turner School of Construction 
Management is the longest running community outreach program in Turner’s history. It was 
initiated in 1969 in the City of Cleveland and was such a success that it is now offered through 
each of Turner’s 46 offices across the country.   
In Cleveland, approximately 1,347 entrepreneurs, trades people, and professional architects, 
engineers, surveyors and others who have taken this course are operating well-known and 
respected businesses. The course is named in honor of the late James Walker, a former OEO 
employee who dedicated most of his professional life to helping minorities develop construction 
and general contracting businesses. 
 

#   #   # 
  
ABOUT TURNER CONSTRUCTION 
 
Turner’s Cleveland office has built successful projects in the city for more than 45 years. In 2011, 
the office managed more than $250 million in construction volume and employed an average of 
120 local residents. Current and recently completed projects include the Cleveland Medical Mart 
and Convention Center, Cleveland Clinic Fairview Hospital Emergency Room and ICU, 
Cleveland Clinic Twinsburg Family Health Center, Cuyahoga Community College Westshore 
Campus, and Baldwin-Wallace Thomas Family Center for Science and Innovation. To learn 
more, visit Turner’s website at www.turnerconstruction.com. 
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