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City Pilots Solar Powered Trash and Recycling System 
 
CLEVELAND – Downtown Cleveland pedestrians will notice a new waste collection and 
recycling unit on the corner of West 3rd Street and Superior Avenue as they go about their daily 
business.  The Cleveland Department of Public Works has partnered with BigBelly Solar, Inc. to 
install the unit as part of a demonstration project to collect data on energy savings, trash 
handling times, capacity and staff time savings relative to conventional waste receptacles.    
 
The BigBelly system utilizes ‘green’ solar powered receptacles to automatically compact waste 
and recyclables at a capacity 5 times greater than traditional receptacles.  Built-in sensors 
wirelessly notify workers for pick-up.  As part of the demonstration, the company has donated 
the equipment and is training City employees to operate and maintain the system.   
 
“We’re pleased to participate in this project with BigBelly,” says Ron Owens, Cleveland 
Commissioner of Waste Collection.  “The city hopes to learn whether this technology can help 
the division save on fuel consumption, reduce gas emissions and lower our operating costs.” 
 
 

-30- 


